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of Truth merits any praise, must be declared to have been 
honourably passed. The facts here narrated are left to speak 
for themselves; on them must Wolley’s reputation rest. It 
would add little to them to state that in the various capacities of 
relative, friend, and companion, there was little wanting in him, 
for such encomiums are too often applied without due cause. 
Iis good qualities are treasured in the recollection of those who 
knew him, and especially of one to whom he gave the last token 
of his esteem, and who, having endeavoured (how imperfectly 
no one knows better than himself) to discharge a duty owing 
to the memory of a deeply lamented comrade, cannot conclude 
this sketch without an expression of gratitude at having been per- 
mitted to share so largely the intimacy of such an upright man. 
March 1860. 


XXIII.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
l. ENGLISH PUBLICATIONS. 
Tuer concluding part of the Zoological Society’s ‘ Proceedings’ 
for the past ycar was issued in February last, and contains, as 
usual, a large number of Ornithological papers, by Messrs. 
Bartlett, Gould, F. Moore, Sclater, and J. Verreaux, for details 
of which we refer our readers to the book itself. The illustra- 
tions of this part have not yet been issued, owing to the press- 
ure of business upon the artists employed to execute them. 


By the kind favour of the author, Mr.G. R. Gray, we have received 
an early copy of the ‘Catalogue of the Birds of the Tropical Islands 
of the Pacific Ocean in the Collection of the British Museum.’ 
The object of this list, as we learn from the preface, “ has been, 
to give a complete catalogue of the species of birds (under their 
respective specific names with their synonyms) found on the 
numerous islands of the Pacific Ocean which are situated within 
the tropics, between the longitudes of 134° E. and 130° W.” 

“ Latham, in his ‘ General Synopsis,’ was the first author who 
described the different species of birds of the numerous tropical 
islands, specimens of which were obtained or were represented 
in the many drawings made by Sydney Parkinson, the Forsters, 
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and Ellis during the three voyages undertaken by the great 
cireumnavigator Cook. To them are added those recorded in the 
Zoological portion of the different foreign voyages of discovery, 
as well as others which have been procured by the more modern 
collectors.” 

The Catalogue is certainly a most useful book of reference 
for Ornithologists, and must have cost much time and labour 
in its compilation. 

The number of species enumerated as found within the area 
above mentioned appears to be nearly as follows :— 

In B.M. Notin B.M. Total. 


J. Accipitres..........+. PA sates 12 wecccereee 14 

Te sBasseres” aan 63 eases 80 scusstieamreits 143 
IIT. Scansores.......s+00 lO a 20 negetaee 32 
IV. Golumber seee... DE. .cxae 35. jase 59 
V. Galinæ  vitc.cee.-- D E E Dane 4 
VI. Cursores -t:........ IC oonan Om i l 
N Grale eeens M DA areec O 
VDI. Aneres moense OR Aa aE 48 
121 216 337 


It must be remarked, however, that “specimens of some of 
the species” noted as not in the British Museum from these 
islands are there from other localities; also that some of the 
names included in the list are probably synonyms of others, 
such as “ Tatare longirostris (?),” which we have already shown to 
be = Tatare otaitiensis (Ibis, 1859, p. 327). Some others are 
probably due to errors in locality. It would have been a good 
plan to have given the name of the authority after each locality. 
This, however, can be generally obtained from the accompanying 
synonyms. 


Besides the “‘ Narrative of a Visit to the Island of Formosa,” 
mentioned in our last Number (p. 89), the second part of the 
‘Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic So- 
ciety ’ (Shanghai, May 1859) contains a second paper by Mr. 
Swinhoe, entitled “ Notes on some new Species of Birds found 
on the Island of Formosa.” The following species are described : 
Calamanthella tintinnabulans, C. volitans, Prinia striata, Hydro- 
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bata marila, Garrulax taéwanus, Pomatorhinus musicus, and Cen- 
tropus dimidiatus. Calamanthella is a form of the Warblers 
(Maturing) allied to Prinia and Calamanthus, subsequently (Ibis, 
1860, p. 51) united by Mr. Swinhoe to Cisticola. The For- 
mosan Dipper (Hydrobata marila) is likely to be the same as the 
Japanese bird Cinclus pallasi, but requires comparison. 


Mr. Blyth’s report of the additions made to the Museum of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal for September 1859 (Journ. As. 
Soc. Beng. xxix. p. 411) gives an account of an interesting col- 
lection forwarded by Major S. R. Tickell from Moulmein, ob- 
tained in the interior of the Tenasserim provinces. We notice 
in particular Buceros tickellii, Blyth ; Picus atratus, Blyth ; Sibia 
melanoleuca, n. sp. ; Ivulus striatus, n. sp. ; Abrornis superciliaris, 
n. sp.; Pellornium tickelli, n. sp. ; Turdinus guttatus, n. sp. ; Tro- 
picoperdix chloropus, n. g. and sp., and specimens of Podica per- 
sonata, G. R. Gray. Various Himalayan, and more especially 
S.E. Himalayan species, form part of the collection, as already 
noticed (Ibis, 1859, p. 466). Besides Palæornis erythrogenys, 
Mr. Blyth has also received the following additional species from 
the Andamans: Palæornis alexandri, Todirhamphus collaris, Gra- 
cula intermedia, and Anous stolidus, and a new Woodpecker, 
Picus andamensis. 

Mr. Blyth says, “ The Garganey and Pintail are the two com- 
monest species of Ducks in Lower Bengal during the cold season ; 
at least they are brought in by far the greatest numbers to our 
provision-bazaars, and are pre-eminently the ‘ Wild-duck’ and 
‘Teal’ of our tables. Our most common Pochard is the White- 
eye (Fuligula nyroca). The Gadwall, Shoveller, Wigeon, and 
true Teal are tolerably common, as also the Red-crested, the 
Tufted, and the Dun Pochards: the Shieldrake is not rare; but 
the Mallard I have never seen yet, though assured that it has 
been shot so near as Ranigany. Casarca rutila is common.” 


2. FRENCH PUBLICATIONS. 

The second and third part of M. Malherbe’s work upon the 
Picide have been issued. We cannot agree with the author in 
arranging the East Indian Hemilophus validus with the American 
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Dryocopi or Campephili. The bird figured and described as “ Me- 
gapicus sclateri, 3,” is a female, as is shown by the receipt of 
further specimens from Mr. Fraser. The male has the front 
and sides of the face red. (See P.Z.S. 1860, p. 71.) 


To the ‘ Arcana Nature,’ a work intended to illustrate new 
and remarkable natural objects, now in course of publication at 
Paris, M. Jules Verreaux contributes a figure and description 
of a beautiful new Ortya—Cyrtonyx sallei (vol. i. pl. 4), allied 
to C. massena, from Mexico. 


In the ‘ Revue et Magasin de Zoologie?’ for November last are 
two Oological articles. M. Moquin-Tandon writes general “ Con- 
sidérations sur les Œufs des Oiseaux.” Amongst those species 
the eggs of which are of a size disproportionate to those of 
the parent, M. Moquin-Tandon might well have mentioned the 
Apteryx. In this bird the egg equals in weight nearly one-fourth 
of that of the parent (see P.Z.S. 1859, p. 350). M. O. Des 
Murs, in speaking of the egg of the Baleniceps, reprints the 
notes published by M. Verreaux in the ‘ Edinburgh New Phi- 
losophical Journal’ for 1855. In this we think M. Des Murs 
has acted unwisely ; for, as we have already shown (Ibis, 1859, 
p- 471), there is every reason to believe that M. Verreaux’s cor- 
respondent was altogether in error on the subject. If the state- 
ments of Mr. Petherick, who procured the eggs upon which 
M. Des Murs bases his observations, are correct, which we have 
no doubt is the case, the Baleniceps does not eat tortoises, but 
fishes !—builds on the ground in the reeds, and not in trees !— 
and certainly does not lay spotted eggs, as M. Des Murs himself 
candidly allows ! 

The same Magazine for January of this year contains a con- 
tinuation of M. Moquin-Tandon’s article, and an attempt on the 
part of M. Des Murs to prove, upon oological grounds, that our 
Common Sparrow does not belong to the Finches (Fringilide), 
but to the Weaver-birds (Ploceide)! We merely remark that 
Passer does not present the first short primary, the distinguish- 
ing character of the latter family upon which Prince Bonaparte 
based the separation of the two groups. 
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The eleventh volume of the ‘ Mémoires de la Société Lin- 
néenne de Normandie’ (1859) contains a note by M. Eudes- 
Deslongchamps on the singular Pigeon of the Marquesas Islands, 
described by the late Prince Charles Bonaparte as Serresius ga- 
leatus (Compt. Rend. xli. p. 6). The peculiarities of the skeleton 
are chiefly spoken of. 


3. GERMAN, DUTCH, AND SCANDINAVIAN Works. 

Dr. Hartlaub’s “ Bericht über die Leistungen in der Natur- 
geschichte der Vögel während des Jahres 1858” (Report on the 
Progress of Ornithology during the year 1858) will be read with 
pleasure by every one who takes an interest in this branch of 
Zoology. It appears in the well-known German Natural History 
Magazine called ‘ Wiegmann’s Archiv für Naturgeschichte, now 


edited by Professor Troschel. 


We have not yet met with Grissner’s ‘ Die Vogel Deutschlands 
und die Eier.’ It appears to be a new and revised edition of 
Neumann and Buhle’s ‘ Kier der Vogel Deutschlands.’ Two parts 
were published at Halle in 1859. 


We have received the fifth part of Professor Badeker’s ‘ Eier 
der Europäischer Vogel,’ of which work we have already given a 
lengthened notice (Ihis, 1859, p. 400). 


A new number of the ‘ Contributions to Zoology’ of the Royal 
Zoological Socicty of Amsterdam * contains two Ornithological 
papers by Professor Schlegel of Leyden, which, it is perhaps 
almost unnecessary to say, are, like all the results of his in- 
vestigations in Natural History, of great value. The first is 
a “Notice sur le genre Corvus,” of which Prof. Schlegel is 
acquainted with 33 species, as follows :— 

I. Rostro maxime elevato, CORVULTURES. 
1. crassirostris, ex Abyssinia. | 2. cafer, ex Afr. Merid. 


* Bijdragen tot de Dierkunde uitgegeven door het Koningligk Zoologisch 
Genootschap Natura Artis Magistra, te Amsterdam. 
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Il. Melanoleuct, CoRNICES. 


3. scapulatus, ex Afr. 6. cornix, ex Europ. et Asia Bor. 
4. pectoralis, ex imp. Sinensi. 7. splendens, ex Ind. Penins. 

5. advena, ex Celebes. | 

HI. Coraces. 
8. corax, ex Eur., As. Bor., et 13. umbrinus, ex Afr. Bor. 
America Sept. 14. macrorhynchus, ex Java, Bor- 

9. japonensis, ex Japon. neo, et Timor. 
10. culminatus, ex Penins. Ind. 15. orru, ex Nov. Guin. 
11. corone, ex Europa. 16. brevipennis, ex ins. Philipp. 
12. coronoides, ex Austral. 17. senex, ex Nov. Guin. 


IV. Affines C. americano. 
18, americanus, ex Am. Bor. 
19. solitarius, ex ins. Haiti. 
20. mexicanus, ex Mex. 


V. FRUGILEGI. 


21. frugilegus, ex Eur. et As. Bor. 25. validus, ex Sumatra, Borneo, 
22. capensis, ex Afr. Merid. et Timor. 

23, minor, ex Arabia et Nubia. 26. enca, ex Java. 

24. validissimus, ex Gilolo. 27. violaceus, ex Ceram. 


VI. OssiIFRAGI. 
28. ossifragus, ex Am. Bor. 
29. leucognaphalus, ex ins. Haiti. 
30. affinis, ex Abyss. 


VII. MonEDULÆ. 
31. monedula, ex Eur., As. Bor., et Afr. Bor. 
32. dauricus, ex Asia Orient. 
33. neglectus, ex Japon. 

The paper is illustrated by twenty-eight drawings of the heads 
of different Corvi, which will be of great assistance im deter- 
mining the species, and by figures of Corvus advena and Corvus 
senex. Ofthe former Mr. Wallace has forwarded many examples 
from Celebes (Macassar), which settles the question of its locality 
(unknown to Prof. Schlegel). It is not, however, quite un- 
described, being the Gazzola typica (!) of Bonaparte, of which 
we have already spoken in these pages (Ibis, 1859, p. 113). 
Prof. Schlegel does not appear to be acquainted with Prof. 
Baird’s ‘ Report on N. American Ornithology.’ There are cer- 
tainly more Corvi in America than those contained in Prof. 
Schlegel’s list. Whatever we may think of the American Ravens 
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C. cacalotl and C. carnivorus, there can be no question that the 
Corvus nobilis of Gould, C. cryptoleucus of Couch, and C. ja- 
maicensis are good species. 

The second paper of Prof. Schlegel is on the Corvus pyrrho- 
pterus, discovered by Forsten in Gilolo, and the type of Bona- 
parte’s genus Lycocorax. It is accompanied by a figure. In 
this case we think that Bonaparte’s generic name should be 
used. The bird is no Pica (!), but allied to Barita and that 
group. Mr. Wallace has lately forwarded several examples of 
it from Batchian. 


The third volume of the ‘ Acta Societatis Indo-Neerlandice’ 
(Batavia, 1857), which we have only lately seen, contains an 
article by Dr. H. A. Bernstein “ Over de zoogenoemde eetbare 
Vogelnesten en den Nestbouw van eenige andere javasche 
Vogels.” This appears to have been the origin of the paper in 
Cabanis’ Journal alluded to antea, p. 94. The same volume also 
contains “Contributions to the knowledge of the Hornbills of 
Sumatra” by H. von Rosenberg. In addition to the nine species 
enumerated in the ‘ Verhandelingen ° as found in Sumatra, the 
author has met with Buceros plicatus and B. corrugatus. He ob- 
serves also that the B. gracilis of Temminck is the young of 
the latter species. 


From Sweden we have a ‘Comparative List of the Birds of 
Scandinavia and Great Britain*,’ printed in English and 
Swedish, very convenient for the numerous English travellers 
who now visit Norway. 


In the ‘ Ofversight af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens För- 
handlingar’ for 1858, Herr Conservator W. Meves has given an 
account of a zoological tour in Lappmark, which contains 
many notes on birds, and will be interesting to such as un- 
derstand Swedish. In the same volume will be found some 
remarks by C. G. Lowenhjelm on Sylvia tithys and Emberiza 
lapponica. 

* Carlstad, 1859, 18 pp. London: Triibner & Co. 
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IV. AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


The only papers relating to Ornithology which have appeared 
in the ‘Proceedings’ of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia since our last issue are upon the birds collected 
by Mr. Xantus at Cape S. Lucas, at the southern extremity of 
Lower California, by Mr. Xantus himself and Prof. Baird. The 
new species are described by Mr. Xantus as Picus lucasanus, Cam- 
pylorhynchus affinis, Harporhynchus cinereus, and Brachyrhamphus 
hypoleucus. Prof. Baird gives a general list, enumerating forty- 
two species. “ The Fauna” of this region, he says, “is almost 
identical with that of the Gila river, and to a certain extent with 
that of the Rio Grande. It is an important fact also, that, while 
these relationships are exceedingly intimate, there is almost none 
to the coast-fauna of Upper California.” 
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XXIV.—Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, &c. 


Mr. Fraser, whom we last noticed as collecting at Babahoyo, 
on the river Guayaquil, has forwarded a series of about 360 birds 
obtained there during the months of July, August, and part of 
September last. They are not generally in a good state of pre- 
servation, having been attacked by insects, but there are many 
new and interesting species amongst them, of which an account 
will be given in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the Zoological Society. A 
letter dated Babahoyo, August 28th, says: “This place is some 
200 miles up the river from Guayaquil, and in the wet or summer 
season is under water for many months, some four or five feet ; 
so you may imagine what a nasty, sickly place it is. The in- 
bitants are always complaining, more or less, of fever. The 
houses are of sticks, with sides of bamboos. At present people 
are living on the ground-floor, but as the waters rise they ascend 
their ladders and occupy the first floor. All communication 
then takes place by canoe, and the cattle are driven off to the 
higher lands. A white butterfly is here in myriads, and always 
seems to be going up stream.” 

Mr. Fraser left Guayaquil for Esmeraldas, higher up the coast, 
in the beginning of October, and collected at the latter place 


